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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 

HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [10.20 pm]:   I move - 

That the House do now adjourn. 

Ansett Australia Ltd - Adjournment Debate 

HON PADDY EMBRY (South West) [10.20 pm]:  I will continue from roughly where I left off in earlier 
discussion today about Ansett Australia Ltd.  I promised the House that I would find out the company name of 
the then new purchaser of the aircraft.  When Murdoch and Abeles sold the aeroplanes, it was to the Bank of 
New York.  Within one month, little brass plates were screwed onto the doors of the aeroplanes.  When one went 
up the steps onto an aircraft, near the front, to the left, a little square plate was stapled or pinned - however it was 
affixed - to the pilot’s cabin door.  The plate said that the aeroplane was owned by the Bank of New York and 
was leased from it to Ansett. 

It is important for Western Australia to have an airline.  That has been well discussed, and for many reasons.  We 
need to be assured that we will have one.  The only way we can be assured of that is if we have an Australian-
owned airline.  It is nonsense that we sell off all our vital and important services to overseas interests, whose sole 
purpose is to make a profit, and whose emphasis is on returning a dividend on shareholders’ investments, rather 
than on providing services to the host country.  There have been too many examples of that, and this is just one 
more.  We must have an airline that will concentrate on our needs, rather than on returning what are largely 
untaxed dividends to overseas shareholders. 

Suicide Attacks on United States of America - Adjournment Debate 
HON DEE MARGETTS (Agricultural) [10.22 pm]:  Tonight I rise to speak on an important issue that has 
captured the concerns and attention of the entire world over the past week; that is, the suicide attacks in the 
United States.  I have felt for some days that it is necessary for a representative of the Greens (WA) in this 
Parliament to put a Greens’ perspective on this tragic set of circumstances.  It is a relief to me, and to many other 
people, that so far we have not seen a particular military action in response to these attacks, although plans are 
obviously in the background.  I hope, as do many other people, that, in the interim, those countries that have 
offered support are talking behind closed doors to representatives of the United States, especially the United 
States military, to warn in every possible way against action that will lead to the deaths of more innocent people. 

Today, members will notice that Greens (WA) parliamentarians are wearing a purple ribbon.  The symbolism of 
this ribbon is a new network that has developed called the Network For Justice Not Revenge.  I quote from the 
charter - 

This group has come together seeking a nonviolent response to the tragic attacks in New York and 
Washington on September 11th, 2001. 

We support the perpetrators being brought before the International Court of Justice, and extend 
compassion to all the victims of this tragedy. 

We believe that underlying issues need to be addressed in dealing with terrorism.  We believe that there 
can be no peace without justice. 

We must ask ourselves why these attacks occurred, so that we can learn from this dreadful experience. 

Knowing that violence begets violence, we are opposed to a military response, and to Australia’s 
engagement with any military forces which might be unleashed by the United States Government. 

We are committed to nonviolence, to better understanding of the causes of inequity, to better 
relationships with all our neighbours, and to better sharing of the world’s resources. 

This network seeks to work together by consensus, giving voice to those in our community who wish 
the change the views of Australia’s major political parties in response to terrorism. 

In the current situation, it is not a case of finding or seeking out those countries in the Middle East, or any other 
part of the world, that are unwilling at this stage to take sides with, or not with, the United States; and that 
somehow or other not taking sides with the United States indicates enmity.  If it were a crime for people to be 
angry, I am sure that many people in the world would be at war currently with the United States.  We do not 
want the loss of innocent lives to continue. 

I suppose there is an awful irony.  If the suicide attackers were Iraqis, the United States might have already 
conducted a bombing raid, saying that it was at war with Iraq.  If the attackers were Libyans, or from some other 
country, and there was an assumption, proved or otherwise, that the attack was associated with the Government 
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involved, there might well have already been bombing raids.  The awful irony is that some people in the United 
States appear to be looking for a country with which to wage war.  It is ironic that the suicide attackers were 
Saudi Arabians.  I have not heard a single comment from the United States indicating that it considers it is at war 
with Saudi Arabia.  I am not suggesting it should say that. 

Hon Tom Stephens:  I think bin Laden is a South Yemeni, isn’t he? 

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  The Minister for Housing will come to order in more ways than one. 

Hon DEE MARGETTS:  However, this is not about awful ironies; it is about the need to work together towards 
a peaceful solution.  As I said, if the crime of anger means that a country, a person or a group of people are at 
war, the United States is at war with many people in the world.  This is a time when we must all come together 
to find the way to justice and peace.  That means we must have greater understanding.  Often that is harder than 
conducting a bombing raid.  I still hope, as do many people, that further innocent lives will not be lost.  That 
includes within Afghanistan, Pakistan and those countries in which none of the people may be involved, or the 
vast majority of the people may not be involved, in any way with the suicide attacks.  I simply plead in every 
way that I can that this position should be shared throughout the world; that the message is given to those people 
making decisions in the United States; and that any decisions in the United States are made with those concerns 
about the lives of innocents in mind and the need to move towards a more just and peaceful world in the future. 

Ansett Australia Ltd - Adjournment Debate 

HON FRANK HOUGH (Agricultural Region) [10.30 pm]:  I totally agree with what Hon George Cash and 
Hon Tom Stephens said during the debate on the urgency motion this afternoon.  I believe the Labor Party was 
doing the best it could behind the scenes for the people of Western Australia.  However, it probably did not 
communicate with the Western Australian public and has been criticised for it.  I have a flyer from Qantas 
stating that although many people have been caught without seats, Qantas has been flying from the north to the 
city.  I came back from Geraldton on Friday night in a plane that was only three-quarters full.  Skippers Aviation 
Pty Ltd did not communicate either.  Had there been more communication, people would not have whinged so 
much. 

This Ansett Australia collapse is just another financial disaster for Ansett.  One must say “absolutely”.  The 
question I ask is, why was Skywest Aviation Ltd taken out of the air?  It was a profitable airline.  Everybody said 
this afternoon that Skywest was making a profit.  I am led to believe that Skywest had been making a reasonably 
good profit over the past six years.  I would ask the liquidator why the Government or a partner is not supporting 
Skywest.  It is not a great punt to support a profitable organisation; the risk factor is very small.  Pilots and 
hostesses were earning something like 25 per cent less than their opposite numbers in Ansett.  They were 
running a fairly lean, mean operation.  Every time that I have flown Skywest, flights have been fully 
complemented.  I have been on waitlists several times.  The airline was fully supported.  I wonder why an airline 
that was fully complemented in most cases was not supported.  We might say that the Government should have 
done it.  I was talking to a group of businesspeople in Geraldton on Friday.  They said that if it involved 
$3 million to $5 million, they would probably support it.  I believe that the liquidator probably moved in too 
quickly. 

The chief executive officer and the financial controller did not wake up at midnight on Friday and say that the 
company was in dire straits and that they would shut it down.  A company cannot be millions and millions of 
dollars in debt and its officers wake up one morning and find it in trouble.  I have been in business all my life.  I 
know day by day what my financial status is.  I have a financial controller who tells me.  The financial controller 
of Ansett was in breach of the solvency provisions of the Companies Act by not saying to the shareholders and 
the public that Ansett was not a viable proposition.  They traded while the company was insolvent.  When the 
airline was offered to Singapore Airlines originally, SIA stood aside and said that Ansett was basically worthless 
and that it would not buy it but would sit on the fence.  It was not worried about Air New Zealand buying Ansett, 
because Air New Zealand had no money.  How an airline with no money could buy an insolvent airline beats 
me.  I believe that SIA got one helluva fright when Air New Zealand went ahead with the purchase.  Air New 
Zealand bought an insolvent airline and continued to trade.  The CEO took a $1 million bonus for running an 
insolvent airline and spent millions of dollars on a campaign telling all the lies in the world. 

My interest is in Western Australia, where we had a profitable Skywest Aviation for six years.  No great punter 
in town needs to calculate backing a profitable airline.  The Government should have said that it would back the 
airline until a suitable financier was available.  That would not be a gamble. 

One must also consider the ramifications of Ansett and Skywest going into liquidation.  I was talking to a cab 
driver on Friday who depends on the $17.50 cab fare from the town of Geraldton to the beautiful airport at 
Greenough.  A new airport is opening in Kalbarri next Saturday.  There will be no planes flying there.  About 10 
of the cab drivers out of the 30 in Geraldton looked forward to that $17.50 about four times a day in Geraldton.  
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It gave them their cash flow.  Whatever they picked up around town was profit.  Not only the cab drivers but also 
the fuel station opposite the airport suffers.  Others suffer, such as hire car people, cleaners and the fellow at the 
airport at Greenough who has recently opened a cafe.  He was dependent on that business.   

People have been talking about Ansett being in serious trouble for weeks.  Why did Ansett not say that it would 
be winding up in three or four days to give members of the public at least a chance to travel to the city or 
wherever they were going.  Ansett should not have made the announcement at midnight on Friday night. 

Hon John Fischer:  They were taking money for tickets. 

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  I was standing near someone who was sold a ticket.  The hostess, when asked, said that 
she thought Ansett would be flying although it had been talking for a week about shutting down.  The financial 
controller should be charged through the courts for allowing Ansett to trade as an insolvent operation.  The 
official receivers must have known the situation and that there was no turning back.  They allowed Ansett to 
continue trading under those circumstances.  At least they could have divested the Ansett group of Skywest and 
the Queensland business, which could have kept trading.  It is a crime that they did not do it.  As a result of the 
American tragedy and the Ansett collapse, trade in shops has absolutely dropped.  People are frightened to fly.  
Businesses in Geraldton are suffering badly.  Tourism, which is one of Western Australia’s greatest income 
earners, is also suffering tremendously.  Tomorrow or the day after the Government should make an 
announcement.   

I do not know why Qantas did not indicate that it had spare seats, because I have a flyer that says that Qantas has 
spare seats on all country routes.  By giving out this flyer, Qantas is preaching to the converted.  It must talk to 
people out there.  It should put a full-page advertisement in the newspaper or perhaps the Government should do 
something to encourage it to put a full-page advertisement in the newspaper, saying that planes are flying, there 
are empty seats and at this stage there are no problems.  We might then get the service up and running again.  
The situation is disappointing.  Our biggest problem was the Labor Party’s lack of communication with the 
public. 

Question put and passed.  

House adjourned at 10.40 pm__________ 
 


